2017 Annual Report

HEAL International responds to local priorities in Uganda through the support of education, health initiatives, and leadership development.

Financial Update
HEAL supporters generously donated over $86,000 to support our programs in 2017. Our annual Killer
Heels for HEAL fashion fundraiser brought in many supporters and provided necessary funds. Our
fundraising and administrative expenses made up 4% and international travel 16% of our total
expenditures. Two donors generously offered to cover our travel expenses. Matching funds from a
corporate partner took care of most of our administrative and fundraising expenses. As a result, 98%
of your donations went directly to our students and programs in Uganda. In 2018, we are working on
extending our corporate partnerships to continue to maximize the amount of your donations that go
directly to the children in Uganda.

Child Education Sponsorships
Through individual scholarships, HEAL International provided $11,735 to fully fund 22 orphaned children
to attend primary and secondary school (an increase from the 14 supported in 2016). An additional
$15,800 was used to partially assist 300 other students who do not yet have individual sponsors.
Racheal and Rogers (pictured) are twins who lost their parents at a young age. Prior to our
involvement, the twins struggled to make ends meet by working casual jobs in order to pay for school.
They are now enrolled in a good secondary school and their grades have improved substantially.

Post-Secondary Scholarships
You provided $17,200 in scholarships for 7 orphaned post-secondary students to study law, nursing and
environmental health. An additional $1,350 provided vocational training in areas such as mechanics,
pottery, hairdressing and tailoring. Two law students graduated in June 2017 and are now taking
required courses and internships in preparation for their bar exams in 2018.
We continue to have a waitlist of bright students who are ready to start post-secondary or vocational
programs and need your support to give these students a better future.

Peer Education Kabarole
Our Peer Education Kabarole (PEK) program provides peer-to-peer health education for 9,000
adolescents in 15 secondary schools in western Uganda. In 2017, your donations provided $7,334
for training programs as well as school-based and outreach activities. A new partnership with a
local university in Uganda has given the program a regular platform for health messages via
monthly radio broadcasts from students to a wider audience in western Uganda.
On December 1, 2017 the PEK program was invited by the local
government to commemorate World AIDS Day where PEK
students provided health messages through music and a play.
In 2017, youth volunteers from the faculties of Medicine, Law and Public Health at the University of
Alberta completed a new resource manual for the PEK program. This resource manual covers
important topics in sexual and reproductive health and is being used as a training and reference guide
by the program and students.
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Global Citizenship and Learning Beyond Borders
HEAL contributes to building global citizenship through active
participation of Canadian high school and university students in
our Learning Beyond Borders (LBB) program.
LBB students contributed $2,862 to three Uganda primary
schools. These schools continue to show good performance
with 50% of students achieving a second class or higher grade in
Uganda’s standardized Primary Leaving Exams.
There are hundreds of similar schools in Uganda that do not have the same opportunities for academic achievement. We will continue
to identify schools in Canada who are ready to make a difference by setting up a Learning Beyond Borders chapter in their school.
Please let us know if your school is interested.
Shaheed Murji (pictured) has been an active volunteer and youth leader with HEAL International and
Learning Beyond Borders (LBB) since 2013. In 2015 he formed a chapter of LBB at the University of
Calgary and continues to be an active leader and promoter of reducing inequity in education. The
University of Calgary LBB club has raised thousands of dollars to help with school construction and the
provision of teaching and educational materials for rural schools in Uganda. In 2016, Shaheed was
recognized as a Top 30 Under 30 youth by the Alberta Council for Global Cooperation for his work with
LBB.

St. Lawrence Secondary School Construction
In 2016, we completed the construction of two classroom blocks, one administration office
and two latrines for the students of Kahangi, Western Uganda. This reduced their daily
commute of 15-20 km, on foot, to attend a secondary school.
Currently, 85 secondary school students are enrolled in this school, of which 65% are girls.
Most classes take place in the classrooms we built, except for lab work which still requires
the Senior 4 students to walk to another school 20 km away.
We signed an agreement in 2017 for the construction of a laboratory and library. To date, we
have received $11,000 in donations towards construction costs; this enabled us to begin
construction in December 2017. In 2018, we hope to raise the remaining $2,000 for
construction plus additional amounts to provide the equipment and books necessary for this
educational space.

Caring for the Most Vulnerable
Students from the Victoria School of the Arts in Edmonton provided a donation of $1,495 to
support the Manna Rescue Home for HIV orphans. This Edmonton school also sent a number of
pieces of artwork to the students to brighten up their residences and common rooms.
As a result of this donation, children at the Manna Rescue Home will continue to get an
education and the health services they need.

We wish to thank our generous donors for making a lasting impact in our communities. Without your contributions, these
children would have had very little hope for their future.
We look forward to working with you in 2018 to continue to make a difference in the lives of children in Uganda.
Follow us on:
@healedmontoninternational

@healinternational

www.healinternational.ca

